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XII. An Account of the Plague> at Aleppo : 
In a Letter to the Rev. Charles Lyttelton, 
LL. D. Dean of Exeter, now Lord Biftxp 
of Carl i fie, and F. R. S. from the Reverend 
Mr. Thomas Dawes, Chaplain to the 
jga&ory at Aleppo. 

Sir, Aleppo, O&ober the 26th, 1762. 

Reftd Feb. 24, f"|"VHE unexpe&ed continuance of the 
17 3 * X plague in this city during the whole 
pari winter having prevented the Englifh (hips, that 
brought me your favour of October 16th 176 1, from 
receiving any thing on hoard from hence, I have been 
obliged thus long to defer paying my fefpe£ts to you, 
and rendering my grateful acknowledgments for 
your generous concern and good wi&es for my 
iafety. 

Tho' I find by experience, that accounts given 
in news papers of occurrences in this diftant quarter 
of the Globe ieidom deferye much credit, yet I can- 
not contradict ths report you mention of the plague's 
raging herein the fummer of 176 1 . You probably 
vwil have had it confirmed long fince, and alfo have 
heard of the accumulated dHfoefiss we have lately 
been labouring under : but as the particulars may not 
have reached you, I will venture to communicate them, 
<ho' it is a fubje<5t neither pleafing to me to dwell on, 
nor can he very agreeable to you to read. Would to 
God ! 1-cooid even now affure you they ape at an end- 
On 
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On the mercy of his protecting Providence has been 
ourfole rcliancej nothing elfe could have fupported 
us under the many apprehenfions and dangers we have 
been daily expofed to. 

This unhappy country for fix years paft has been 
in a very terrible fituation, afflicted during the greateft 
part of that time with many of the Almighty's fe- 
vered fcourges. Its troubles were ufhered in by 
a very (harp winter in 175^, which deftroyed almoft 
all the fruits of the earth. The cold was fo very intenfe, 
that the Mercury of Farenheit's thermometer, ex- 
pofed a few minutes to the open air, funk entirely 
into the ball of the tube. Millions of olive-trees, that 
had withftood the feverity of 50 winters, were blaft- 
ed in this, and thoufands of fouls perifhed merely 
thro' cold. The failure of a crop the fucceeding 
harveft occafioned an univerfai fcarcity, which in this 
country of indolence and oppreflion (where provifion 
is only made from hand to mouth, and where, liter- 
ally fpeaking, no man is fecure of reaping what he 
has fbwn) foon introduced a famine with all its at* 
tendant miferies. The fhocking accounts related 
to me on this fubject would appear fabulous, were 
they not confirmed by numberlefs eye-witneffes, both 
Europeans and natives. In many places the inha- 
bitants were driven tofuch extremities, that women 
were known to eat their own children, as fbon as they 
expired in their arms, for want of nourishment.— Num- 
bers of perfons from the mountains and villages ad- 
jacent came daily to Aleppo, to offer their wives and 
children to fale for a few dollars, to procure a tem- 
porary fubftfience for themfelves j and hourly might 
be feen in our ftreets dogs and human creatures 
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fcratching together on the fame dunghill, and quarrel- 
ling for a bone, or piece of carrion, to allay their hun- 
ger. A peftilence followed clofe to the heels of 
the famine, which lafted the greater!: part of 1758, 
and is fuppofed to have fwept away 50 or 60 thou- 
fand fouls in this city and its environs. I blefs God, 
I was not a fpedtator of this complicated fcene of 
mifery : the very defcription of it muft diftrefs a com- 
panionate difpofition ; the fight of it muft have made 
an impreffion on an heart of flint. 

I have already acquainted you, in a former letter, 
with our troubles by earthquakes, &c. of 1759 and 
1760 and therefore fliall proceed from the date of my 
laft letter. The latter end of March 1761, the plague, 
which had lain dormant fince the autumn, made its 
appearance again in this city, and alarmed us con- 
fiderably. Tho' I confefs, it did not furprize me j fo 
far from not expecting its return, I mould have looked 
on it almoft as a miracle, if we had efcaped, after the 
little progrefs it had made among us the preceding 
year. The infection crept gently and gradually on, 
confined chiefly to one particular quarter, till the begin- 
ning of May, when it began to fpread vifibly and 
univerfally. We ftiut up on the 27th, and our con- 
finement lafted 96 days. The fury indeed of the con- 
tagion did not continue longer than the middle of July, 
and many of our merchants went abroad with caution 
early in Auguft j but as our conful had no urgent 
bufinefs to induce him to expofe himfelf to any rifle, 
we remained in clofe quarters till we could vifit our 
friends with tolerable fecurity. As an addition to 
the uneafinefs of our fituation, the earthquakes re- 
Vol. LIU, G turned 



truned the latter end of April, tho' with no great 
violence, except the firft fhock, and that much lefs 
terible than thofe of 1759. We felt 6 or 7 within, 
the week, and 4 more at long intetervals during our 
imprifonment j but as they were all flight, our appre- 
henlions foon fubfided. At our releafe from con- 
finement the laft day of Auguft, we flattered our- 
felves with the hopes of a fpeedy releafe from danger; 
but it pleafed God to order it otherwife. In all 
the plagues, with which Aleppo has been vifited in 
this century, the contagion is faid to have regularly and 
conftantly ceafed in Auguft- or September, the hotteft 
months in the year; and it is pretty certain, that it dis- 
appeared about that time in 1742, 1743* 1744 and 
1760 j hut unfortunately for us that now relide here, 
the year 1761 has proved an inftance of the fallacy of 
general obfervations on this dreadful fubjefi;. for, from 
the end of March 1761 to the middle of Sept. 1762, 
fcarce a day has pafled without fome deaths or frefh 
attacks from the diftemper j and tho' the violence of 
it ceafed in the autumn, yet I believe on an average 
it was fatal to at leaft 30 perfbns in every week, from 
that time to the end of the winter. In February laft 
we were pretty-healthy : hearing but of few accidents, 
and thofe in the fkirts of the city, we once more be- 
gan to entertainibme faint hopes of a- farther exemp- 
tion, but they were of very fhort duration : in March 
the infection fpread again, .and in April increafed with 
fuch. rapidity, that we were obliged to retire to our 
clofe quarters on the 26th of that month. I have 
now the fatisfa&ion of informing you that, by the 
blefling of Providence, we are once more fafe and at 
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liberty, tho' after a confinement more tedious, and 
much more difraal than even that of the laft year; 
we got abroad on the 1 8 th of Auguft, when the 
burials were reduced to about 20 a day : the infection 
gradually decreafed till the middle of September, fince 
which time we have heard of no accident. May the 
Almighty gracioufly be pleafed to prevent the return 
of adiftemper, whofe very name ftrikes terror when- 
ever it is mentioned and is undoubtedly one of the 
moft lamentable misfortunes, that mankind is liable 
to. 

I wifh I could with any precifion determine our 
lofs in the two laft fummers j but, in times of fuch 
general horror and confufion, it is in a manner im- 
poffible to come at the exact truth. If you enquire 
of the natives, they fwell the account each year from 
40 to 60 thoufand, and fome even higher; but, as 
the eaftern difpofition to exaggaration reigns at pre- 
fent almoft univerfally, little accuracy is to be ex- 
pected from them : this however is certain, that the 
mortality of this year has been very confiderable, per- 
haps not much inferior to any in this century. Some 
of the Europeans have been at no fmall pains and 
expence to procure a regular and daily lift of the 
funerals during our confinement, and their account 
amounts to about twenty thoufand, from the ift of 
April to the ift of September this year, and about one 
third lefs the preceding fummer. This calculation 
I am inclined to think is pretty right, tho* there are 
fome ftrong objections againft a probability of being 
able to procure a juft one in fuch circumftances : for 
the Turks keep no regifter of the dead, and have 
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72 different public burial places in the 7 miles cir- 
cumference of the city, befides many private ones 
within the walls. The Chriftans and Jews, who are 
fuppofed to be rather lefs than a feventh part of the 
number of inhabitants, have regifters, and each na- 
tion one burial place only : their lofs this year is about 
3500 in the five months. 

I will not (hock your companionate difpofition by 
a detail of the miseries I have been witnels to, but 
only mention, that during the months of June and 
July, (in the greateft part of which the burials were 
from 2 to 300 a day,) the none of men finging before 
the corps in the day, and the fhrieks of women for 
the dead both day and night, werefeldom out of our 
ears. Cuftom foon rendered the firft familiar to me; 
but nothing could reconcile me to the laftj and as 
the heat obliges us to fleep on the terrace of our 
houfes in the fummer, many of my nights reft was 
difturbed by thefe alarms of death. 

I blefs God, all my countrymen have been fo for- 
tunate as to efcape any infection in their houfes, tho* 
each year 4 or 5 Europeans have been carried off, and 
each year the plague broke out in two houfes that join 
to ours. In one of them this year died a Francifcan 
Prieft, after two days illnefs, whofe bed was placed 
about fix yards diftance from mine. I believe I was 
in no great danger, as a wall 9 or 10 feet high fepa- 
rated our terraces j but had I known his fituation, I 
fhould have moved farther off". The year before, I 
was thrown into a very great agitation of mind for a 
few days, by the death of my laundrefs's hufband $ 
for the very day he died of the plague, my fervant 
1 had 
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had received my linen from his houfe, and I had 
carelcffly put on fome of it, even without airing. This 
accident happened many weeks after we were open, 
and his illnefs was induftrioufly kept a fecret. The 
laft month of my confinement this year pafied very 
heavily with me indeed} for I found my health much 
difordered. Whether it proceeded from a cold I catch- 
ed in my head by fleeping in the open air in fome 
very windy nights ; from want of exercife; or from 
the uneafinefs of mind naturally attending our me- 
lancholy fituatidn, I know not; but my nerves 
feemed all relaxed* my fpirits in a ftate of deje&ion 
unknown to me before, and my head fo heavy and 
confufed,that I could neither write nor read for an hour 
together with application or pleafure. Since our 
releafe, I have pafied a month at a garden about an 
hour's ride from the city, for the fake of exercife and 
frefh air, and find myfelf much relieved by it, tho' 
my head is far from being yet clear. 

Among many particulars relating to the prefent 
plague, that I have heard, the following anecdotes 
feem fomewhat extraordinary; and yet, as they are 
well attefted, I have no reafon to doubt of the truth 
of them; viz. Laft year as well as this, there has 
been more than one inftance of a woman's being de- 
livered of an infe<fted child, with the plague fores 
on its body, tho' the mother herfelf has been entirely 
free from the diftemper. 

A woman, that fuckled her own child of 5 months, 
was feized with a moft fevere plague, and died after 
a week's illnefs ; but the child, tho' it fucked her, and 
lay in the fame bed with her during her whole dis- 
order, 



[46] 

order, efcaped the infe&ion. A woman tipwards 
of an hundred years of age was attacked with the 
plague, and recovered: her two grandchildren of iq 
and 1 6 received the infection from her, and were 
both carried off by it. 

While the plague was making terrible ravage in the 
ifland of Cyprus, in the fpring of 1760, a woman 
remarkably fanguine and corpulent, after lofing her 
hufband and two children, who died of the plague in 
her arms, made it her daily employment from a prin- 
ciple of charity to attend all her fick neighbours, that 
flood in need of her afliftance, and yet efcaped the 
infection. Alfo a Greek lad made it his bufmefs 
for many months to wait on the fick, to wafh, drefs 
and bury the dead, and yet he remained unhurt. 
In that contagion ten men were faid to die to one 
woman; but the perfons, to whom it was almoft 
univerfally fatal, were youths of both fexes. Many 
places were left fo bare of inhabitants, as not to have 
enough left, to gather in the fruits of the earth : it 
ceafed entirely in July 60, and has not appeared in 
the ifland fince. 

The plague feems this year to have been in a man- 
ner general over a great part of the Ottoman empire. 
We have advice of the havoc it has made at Conftanti- 
nople, Smyrna, Salonicha, Brufa, Adena, Antioch, 
Antab, Killis, Ourfah, Diarbekir, Moufal, and 
many other large towns and villages. Scanderoon, 
for the firft time I believe this century, has fuffered 
confiderably : the other Frank fettlements on the fea- 
coaft of Syria have been exempted, excepting a few 
accidents at Tripoli, which drove the Englifh con- 

ful, 



[47] 

ful, Mr. Abbott, into a clofe retirement for a week or 
two } but the ftorm foon blew over. 

I am, with the greateft refpec\ 

Sir, 

Your moil obliged and moft 

obedient humble fervant, 

Thomas Dawes. 

November 4th, 1762. 

P. S. Praife be to the Almighty, we ftill continue 
free from any bad accident : the 40 days necef- 
fary for a clean bill of health are expired j and 
the Reward, Captain Saunders, is taking in her 
loading for England. 
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